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Ch9- Reaching God through devotion
The Sufi Movement

The counterpart of Bhakti movement was the Sufi movement in Islam. The Sufi saints too believed in
reaching God through love & devotion and in being kind and compassionate towards all the people.
The sufis were disgusted by the vulgar display of wealth & loss of moral values among the rich
Muslims. Like the bhakti poets, the Sufis too composed poems expressing their unconditional love
towards God & humanity. Many Sufi orders evolved in India.

Gradually, the sufis were organised into 12 orders or Silsilahs. The chief among them were the
Suhrawardi and Chisti Silsilah.

The Suhrawardi Silsilah arose in the period of Delhi Sultanate. Its founder in India was Shaikh
Bahauddin Zakariya. Punjab, Sindh and Bengal became three important centres of this Silsilah.

The Silsilah was led by a Sufi saint who lived in their abodes, called khangahs along with their
disciples. Devotees of all classes from the ordinary people to the upper class nobility and even royalty
regularly visited these Khangahs. In these Khanqgahs, there were open kitchen or langars. Khanqahs
were open to all. When the pir or the Sufi saint who was the head of the khanqgah died, his grave
would become a dargah and a centre of pilgrimage.

Among the different Sufi Silsilah, the Chisti Silsilah was the most influential. Great teachers like
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti of Ajmer and Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya of Delhi belonged to this Silsilah.
Every year, thousand of devotees visit the dargahs of these two Sufi saints.

Sufi saints developed elaborate methods of training using zikr(chanting of the name of sacred formula
contemplation, sama(singing) , ragas(dancing) and discussion of parables.

Thus, during the 15 and 16" century, the bhakti and Sufi saints had created a common platform on
which people belonging to different castes, classes and creeds could come together, understand each
other and develop a bond based on humanism and brotherhood.






